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1 . IN MEETING WITH NEWSMEN AT CALCUTTA AIRPORT 
AUGUST 16 SHORTLY BEFORE TAKING OFF ON HIS FOUR DAY 
GOODWILL VISIT TO BURMA, FOREIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE 
DISCUSSED SINO-INDIAN RELATIONS AMONG OTHER ITEMS. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, VAJPAYEE SAID THE GOI 
HAS "TAKEN NOTE" OE A CHINESE STATEMENT INDICATING 
THAT THE SINO-INDIAN BORDER QUESTION COULD BE 
NEGOTIATED IF THERE WERE AN "APPROPRIATE" DIPLOMATIC 
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INITIATIVE. THE INDIAN AMBASSADOR IN PEKING WILL 
RETURN HOME NEXT WEEK FOR CONSULTATIONS. HOWEVER, 
INDIA HAS ALREADY TAKEN INITIATIVES BY NORMALIZING 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AND ESTABLISHING TRADE 
RELATIONS; INDIA AND CHINA SIGNED A BARTER TRADE 
AGREEMENT DURING THE RECENT CANTON FAIR. REGARDING 
TIBET, INDIA CONSIDERS TIBET A PART OF CHINA. 
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TIBETAN REFUGEES IN INDIA ARE NOT INVOLVED IN AND 
WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO INVOLVE THEMSELVES IN 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 

2. COMMENT: VAJPAYEE'S REMARKS ARE CONSISTENT 
WITH GOI POSITIONS SPELLED OUT FARTER IN PARLIA- 
MENTARY DEBATES AND STATEMENTS. HIS COMMENT ON THE 
PRC STATEMENT ABOUT A BORDER SETTLEMENT IS SIMILAR 
TO THE POSITION TAKEN IN REPLY TO A LOK SABHA QUES- 
TION ON JULY 28, WHEN A GOI SPOKESMAN STATED THAT 
"IE THERE ARE ANY INITIATIVES TO SOLVE OUTSTANDING 
PROBLEMS BETWEEN INDIA AND CHINA, INCLUDING THE 
BORDER QUESTION, INDIA WILL BE PREPARD TO EXAMINE 
THESE CONSISTENT WITH THE EIVE PRINCIPLES AND INDIA'S 
HONOR AND DIGNITY." REITERATION OE THE STEPS INDIA 
HAS ALREADY TAKEN TOWARD NORMALIZATION AND MENTION OF 
ITS ATTITUDE TOWARD TIBET AND THE TIBETANS IN INDIA 
ARE DESIGNED TO CAST THE GOI IN A REASONABLE LIGHT 
AND TO ALLAY PRC SUSPICIONS. THROUGHOUT, THERE IS 
AGAIN AN AVOIDANCE OE RHETORIC, BUT NO INDICATION 
THAT THE GOI IS PREPARED TO MAKE ANY MAJOR MOVES 
ON ITS OWN INITIATIVE TO IMPROVE SINO-INDIAN TIES. 
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